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* Goals

The IT Marathon is a national annual
competition for school students from
throughout the UAE. It is organized by the
College of Information Technology in
the UAE University.

The IT Marathon aims to excite students
about information technology through a
fun and challenging competition.

This event also provides an opportunity for
school students to showcase their
skills. Most importantly, the IT Marathon
aims at spreading the awareness about the
strategic importance of IT in the UAE.

The IT Marathon contributes to building the
next generation of IT thinkers in the UAE by
encouraging and supporting young IT
talents.

¥* Categories

The IT Marathon consists of four categories: IT
Contest, IT Showcase, IT4Special Needs, and
IT4Kids. The first three competitions are
team-based where each team consists of three
students, while the fourth competition (IT4Kids) is
based on individual participations.

For this year, “IT Innovation in Education” is chosen
to be the theme of the IT Marathon. Participants are
encouraged to reflect this theme in their
contributions.

* |T Contest

IT contest challenges general IT skills of participat-
ing students in Web design, programming,
hardware, and graphics.

* |T Showcase

The objective of this showcase is to provide a venue
for young innovators to demonstrate their creative
ideas in both software and hardware areas of the
vibrant IT knowledge field.

* IT4Kids

IT4Kids has two subcategories:

¥ The first is a competition for students from
grade 5 to grade 9. It provides young school
students a chance to show their talents and creativi-
ty in developing interactive games, stories, anima-
tions, simulations, and other types of dynamic
media using  Arabic  Scratch  software.
(http://scratch.uaeu.ac.ae) or Touch Develop
(https://www.touchdevelop.com).

¥ The second subcategory is a competition for
students from grade 3 to grade 6, in which they are
asked to show their creativity in proposing a new
idea on the topic “My dream mobileapp that doesn't
exist”.

* |T4Special Needs

IT4Special Needs is a competition program where
students with disabilities can find an environment to
exercise their right to enjoy the fun of IT and win.
Participants can show their skills by designing
software/hardware, or scratch based projects.

¥ Awards

The top three winning teams in each category will be
awarded attractive prizes, recognition medals and
trophies.

All participants will get the IT Marathon package that
includes valuable surprises.
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