[image: ALJ_letterhead-01]
Seed Grants
Terms and Conditions

Eligibility
1. The applicant should be a citizen or legal resident of the UAE, as evidenced by a passport. 
2. The applicant should be employed with a recognised/reputed research institution in health care or allied services and to be so for the duration of the proposed study.
3. The applicant should have a track record that is worthy of support in terms of the proposal.
4. The proposed research work should be conducted in the UAE.

Requirements
1. The application must be submitted in the Al Jalila Foundation template as designated and only complete applications will qualify for review and short listing.
2. The application form should be typed and not hand written.
3. Any application that is incomplete and/or does not adhere to the requirements shall be deemed rejected.  
4. The applicant should have a viable research proposal that is worthy of funding which has to be detailed with supporting documentation as appropriate.
5. Funding requirements has to be established/justified by means of the budget provided and any supplementary material supporting the same which is attached to the application.
6. The Researcher’s employer/Institution should have the facilities that are required to conduct the specified research effort and utilisation of the same should be committed prior.
7. The research proposed should not be supported by any other funding sources, even to a minor extent.
8. Applicants are free to choose the area of research from the areas of developmental support as per the mission of Al Jalila Foundation which are Cancer, Cardiovascular Diseases, Diabetes, Obesity, and Mental Health.
9. The status of the applicant – employee or full time researcher – should be evidenced with suitable supporting documentation.
10. The timelines specified are of paramount importance and should therefore be adhered to - no requests for waivers, or extensions, will be considered.
11. In the case of submissions in joint names all requirements as listed should be provided for each applicant.
12. Applicants are advised to strictly adhere to all requirements listed in order to ensure that their cases are eligible for full evaluation/review.

Timelines
15 May 2015 – Last date for submission of requests.
30 November 2015 – Recipients of the grants notified of the decision regarding their application.

Documents Checklist
1. Completed application form in prescribed template (available on Al Jalila Foundation website).
2. Letter of confirmation by the Institute (available on Al Jalila Foundation website).
3. Resumes
4. Supporting documentation as applicable to substantiate need for financial support (financial status vis-a-vis the anticipated costs of research). 
5. For UAE Nationals, a copy of the UAE Passport.  For UAE residents, a copy of the passport inclusive of the page with valid UAE residence visa.
6. Copy of employment contract / salary certificate if the applicant is employed or proof of student status or independent researcher.

Award of the Grants
1. The benefits/gains expected to accrue from the research proposal is the primary basis on which the award of the grant would be made.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]A track record in research would be an advantage with publications in journals of repute that reinforce the same.
3. The assessment of the application will be done on completion of the mandated requirements and will be strictly merit based.
4. It is in the interest of the applicant to put forward a highly competitive proposal as that would facilitate the potential of being listed high on the ranking.
5. The onus is solely on the applicant to establish the need for support with any additional documentation that would help the decision making process.
6. The final list of grants awarded would be governed by the overall budget as assigned from time to time.
7. The decision can be one of the following :
a) Full funding – the total amount requested is granted.
b) Partial funding – based on the merit of the case, part of the amount requested is granted.
c) No funding – undeserving applications may be rejected in full.
8. The decision made will be intimated to the applicant in writing as per specified timelines.
9. All decisions are final and will be considered irrevocable once intimated in writing and no requests for further review will be considered.
10. The grants are awarded once a year and applications are reviewed and decided on accordingly.
11. The submission should be made in English as the primary language of consideration since evaluation could involve professionals/specialists from an International choice set.
12. Applicants should refrain from making contact with the foundation from the time of submission of the application which may be construed as an effort to influence the final decision made on their requests. If any clarifications are required contact with the applicant will be established as applicable by an authorized representative of Al Jalila Foundation.

Terms of Support
1. There is no specific minimum limit for the support amount applied for. The maximum limit is AED 300,000 and will be strictly adhered to - applications that specify over this threshold will be rejected on that basis.
2. The research proposal is expected to run over a block of two years and the grant provided will be restricted to this period of time.
3. Applications will be shortlisted and then subjected to International Peer Review based on which a ranking list is prepared and would be the basis on which the final awards are made.
4. The number of grants that are awarded would be limited by the extent of funds available and therefore the applications that are competitive would stand a better chance of being awarded.
5. The available funds will be fully utilized only if applications of sufficient merit are received.
6. The grant will not be limited by the type of research proposed or by the timelines involved but will be limited to the Al Jalila Foundation’s focus areas (cancer, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, obesity and mental health). 
7. The decision is strictly on an objective basis with equal opportunity to all applicants and primarily determined by the attractiveness of the basic research proposal.
8. If need be, shortlisted applicants will be required to make presentations which would help arrive at a better informed decision with respect to the Principal Investigator as well as the research idea.
9. The actual mode of research will not be limited in any manner and the applicant will have sufficient freedom of action and work with a view to achieving the objectives of the grant.
10. The research will not be limited to any particular institution in either the Government or Private sectors.
11. The amount of the grant awarded will be primarily based on the budget that is submitted as part of the application.
12. The release of funds will be in line with the progress in research and expenses incurred as evidenced by the Progress Report that is mandated to be submitted by the applicant.
13. The Progress Report can be submitted from the very next day after completion of a year from the date of award and early submissions are encouraged to facilitate completion of review at Al Jalila Foundation.
14. Al Jalila Foundation will assess the Progress Report within a time frame of 2 weeks after submission and subject to satisfactory review release funding for the second year of the grant.
15. The support will only be to the extent specified in the approval and should not in any way be construed as commitment for support in case of further needs that may arise.
16. Any enhancement to the support/grant will not be assumed by the applicant and if the need arises will have to be done as a fresh application which will be treated on its own merit.
17. A confirmation of employment as well as support for the research proposed in terms of time and facilities to be utilized would be required from the employer/Institute where research is conducted as an indicator of the commitment to the applicant during the grant period.
18. Al Jalila Foundation does not in any way assume any responsibility whatsoever for the research or the outcome of the same. The commitment is limited strictly to the funds provided and the amount as approved.
19. If any animal testing is involved as part of research activities it should be noted that the clearances/approvals as specified in the requirements listed in the respective laws of the UAE would be applicable. The onus is entirely on the Principal Investigator to ensure that mandatory regulatory requirements are complied with at all times.
20. The release of funds will be based solely on the budget provided as part of the application and will have to be supported by suitable invoices for expenses incurred.
21. It is expected that applicants satisfy high standards of behavior and character at all times. Any incidents or adverse indicators at any time would affect the continuity of the sanctioned grant as of that juncture.
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