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MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN
11

This issue of Scilights brings to light some of our important collective achievements for
Spring 2024, by which we made significant progress toward our strategic objectives.

The most remarkable achievement of the College of Science is its scientific research
achievements and outcomes, where the college has topped in research productivity at the
university level, namely, its faculty and students were able to publish in 2023 a total of 637
publications in Scopus journals, with an increase of more than 16% from 2022. Some
papers were published in prestigious journals, with 11 papers in the top 1%, 210 papers in
the top 10%, and 425 papers in top 25% journals, showing the quality of research carried
out at the College. The College of Science faculty members have recently been successful
in securing many internal, as well as some external, research grants.

In addition, The College signed MOUs with The A.O. Kovalevsky Institute of Biology of the
Southern Seas of RAS (Russia), NetZero Technologies FZLLC (Abu Dhabi), New York
University (Abu Dhabi) and the University of Ljubljana (Slovenia) in Spring 2024.

Two significant international workshops were held during Spring 2024. The Department of Mathematical Sciences
hosted a three-day workshop titled "Stochastic & Machine Learning in Finance, Econometric Risk Modelling, and
Other Sciences" (SMLF2024) on February 21-23, 2024. The second is an Arab-German Young Association (AGYA)
Workshop, coordinated by the Department of Chemistry and AGYA on March 4-6, 2024.

Furthermore, our students were able to win national and regional awards, such as the Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Award for Outstanding University Student in the academic field, the Sustainability Innovation Challenge Competition
organized by the Ministry of Education and Altamimi Company, and the research competition in the field of medical
research held by Sultan Qaboos University's Deanship of Student Affairs.

We had the great opportunity to host a few prominent scientists during Spring 2024. Among these are: Prof. Stefan
Wuttke, from the Basque Center for Materials, Applications & Nanostructures- Spain, Professor Rozalina Zakaria
from the University of Malaya in Malaysia, and Prof. Istvan Bagamery, the founder of the company Mediso, Hungary.

Additionally, with the support of the Ministry of Education, 10 undergraduate students enrolled in its international
student exchange program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA in Spring 2024. The College of Science
worked hard to attract and retain both undergraduate and graduate students, who currently total 1740
undergraduate and 207 graduate students. The college also graduated this semester 165 undergraduate and 19
graduate students.

It’s always been a pleasure to work with our faculty, staff and students to establish a friendly environment that
helps them reach their potential and aim for higher and more outstanding accomplishments; so, let us all continue to
work hard to improve on this environment and pursue our journey towards our ambitious goals.

Prof. Maamar Benkraouda
Dean, College of Science
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FACULTY MEMBERS

The new faculty members joining the College of Science in Spring 2024

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the College of Science community. Your
expertise, enthusiasm, and dedication to academia make you a valuable addition
to our faculty team. As you embark on this new journey with us, we want to
express our confidence in the positive impact you will have on our students, your
colleagues, and the broader academic community.

Adnan Younis
Associate Professor

Department of Physics
PhD: University of New South Wales, Australia

Edvin Idrisov
Assistant Professor

Department of Physics
PhD: University of Geneva, Switzerland

Basem Elsafty
Assistant Professor

Department of Geosciences
PhD: University of Munich, Germany

Janine Tan

Visiting Faculty

Department of Biology

PhD: University of Ulster, Northern Ireland, UK.
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STUDENT

ENROLLMENT

Enrollment of

Undergraduate programs

Biochemistry Biology Chemistry
Geosciences [l Mathematics

[l Physics [} Pre-sciences

509
138

861

MSc enroliment b
program in Spring 2024
Environmental Sciences and Sustainability
Molecular Biology and Biotechnology
Chemistry Geosciences
[ Mathematical Sciences  [JJj Physics

B Space Science

24

25

PROGRAMS IN PROGRESS

Graduation Statistics
(Spring and Summer 2024)

Biochemistry Biology Chemistry
Geosciences [l Mathematics

B Physics

54

29

49

PhD enrolliment b
program in Spring 2024

Cellular and Molecular Biology
Ecology and Environmental Sciences
Chemistry Geosciences

[ Mathematical Sciences [} Physics

18

17

19

- BScin Mathematics of Data Science. This is a new program that is going to start in Fall 2024
. MScin Forensic Science
. Concentration in Materials Science
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EDUCATIONAL &
SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS

Meeting with New Faculty Members

On February 16, 2024, from 9:00 am to 9:30 am., the
College of Science Dean's office hosted a welcome
meeting for new faculty members who joined the
COS family in Spring 2024. The meeting was
presided over by the Dean of the College, who
provided newcomers with an overview of the
institution. The Vice Dean, the Assistant Dean for
Research and Graduate Studies, the Assistant Dean
for Student Affairs, and the Department Chairs of
Physics and Geosciences were also present,
contributing to the discussion on incoming faculty
orientation. We wish them a smooth transfer to
UAEU and continued success in their careers. New
faculty members include Adnan Younis and Dr. Edvin
|drisov (Department of Physics), Dr. Basem Elsafty
(Department of Geosciences), and a visiting faculty
from the Department of Biology, Dr. Janine Tan.

College Advisory Board Meeting

On Thursday, April 18, 2024, the College of
Science's second Advisory Board meeting (AY
2023-2024) took place at the National
Meteorological Center headquarters, Abu Dhabi.
Dr. Abdullah Al Mandoos, Director General of the
National Center of Meteorology, invited all to an
introductory tour of the center. Mr. Sultan Hajji,
Advisory Board Chair, presided over the meeting,
which covered a wide range of topics related to
the College strategy and relationships with other
organizations.
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General Meeting with Students ——

The College of Science held a General Meeting with
Students on Feb. 7, 2024, attended by the Dean,
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs, Department
Chairs and Assistant Dean for Research and
Graduate Studies. The meeting aims to promote
communication, ideas exchange, and to build a
sense of community inside our campus. We are
connecting the dots of progress and development
via focused discussions and shared vision.

Scilights_Spring_2024
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CONFERENCES &
WORKSHOPS

Workshop on Stochastic & Machine Learning in Finance,
Econometric Risk Modelling, and Other Sciences

The Department of Mathematical Sciences at the '.
College of Science hosted a three-day workshop
titled "Stochastic & Machine Learning in Finance,
Econometric Risk Modelling, and Other Sciences"
(SMLF2024) on February 21-23, 2024. This
workshop concentrated on mathematical problems
linked to finance and economics, as well as practical
applications in these fields. The goal was to bring !
together academics and industry professionals, as
well as graduate students in mathematics,
economics, and finance. Participants were able to |
present their research findings and discuss recent
developments in a variety of topics, including
stochastic processes, jump diffusions, stochastic
volatility models, pricing and hedging financial
derivatives, price sensitivities computations,
calibration, machine learning, risk, portfolio
management, commodities, financial market |
integration, financial crisis, and contagion effects.

During the visit of the Arab-Germany Young
Academy of Sciences and Humanities (AGYA) to
the COS, UAEU, three back-to-back events were
organized. On the first day 04/03/2024, there was
a training session on Green Hydrogen production
from different perspectives. Many of AGYA’'s
members attended the training as well as some
faculty members and graduate students from the
Department of Chemistry. The next day
(05/03/2024) began with a visit to the research
labs in the Physics and Chemistry departments,
followed by a panel discussion on Green Hydrogen
production, with an expert panelists from Germany
and the UAE. On 06/03/2024, an awareness day on
medical waste treatment for sustainability was
organized with more than six speakers from
different universities in the UAE and Egypt.
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Al Workshop for Honor Students

On 4th March 2024, the COS Honor Students Committee
presented a workshop on Artificial Intelligence entitled “How to
integrate Al into Education: Designing, Delivering and
Assessing Courses” by Dr. Ahmad Samer Wazan, Associate
Professor at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi. The presentation
explored a pedagogical approach that incorporates ChatGPT at
the center of the education system rather than excluding it. In
his talk, he showed the importance of leveraging both the
limitations and strengths of Al in designing courses. Further,
Dr. Wazan presented the results of data collected from eight
authorized ChatGPT exams conducted in the UAE and France.
The data demonstrates a weak correlation between student
grades and their usage of ChatGPT during exams.

How to Integrate Chatgpr inthe
Education Syster: Course

Desgin, Delivery 2«4

Assessmel +~

12th World Environmental Education Congress (WEEC2024)

Dr. lltaf Shah and his students from the
Department of Chemistry presented their recent
research to the international community during
the 12th WEEC2024, which took place in Abu
Dhabi, UAE, from January 8 to February 1, 2024.
WEEC is an international conference on
education for the environment and sustainable

m&) ‘;...L..:..__,Jl.‘..u ol paigall

development. The congress provides an 12" WEEC T T

opportunity  for  learning more  about

CONNECTING PEOPLE L
CREATING TOMORROW

20 B s+ sl oy Jaigdll

environmental and sustainability education, #WEEC2024 @WEEC2024

interacting with people from all around the world,
and contributing original research work.

Workshop on e-Portfolio

On behalf of the College Assessment
Committee, Prof. Youssef El Khatib
hosted a workshop on "e-Portfolio
Repository System - Importance,
Creation, and Management" on March
8, 2023. The session was conducted
by Prof. Walid Ibrahim, Coordinator of
UAEU Learning Outcomes Assessment
Committee.
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The American Chemical Society (ACS) Regional MEA Conference

The American Chemical Society (ACS)
Regional MEA Conference in Abu Dhabi
(2-7 February 2024) aimed to bring
together global scientists for ideas
exchange and collaboration,  with
noteworthy attendees including Prof.
Omar Yaghi from UC Berkeley, who gave a
speech on Metal Organic Framework
environmental applications. Dr. Na'il and
the UAEU Student Chapter of ACS
deserve special praise for their
outstanding efforts in arranging this
conference and the student symposium,
as well as getting special invitations to
the leadership summit.

Mr. Ali Saeed Saif Aleissaee and Mr.
Hamad Mukhtar Ahmed Alblooshi,
students in the Department of
Chemistry, have been honored by the
Dean of the College and Head of the
Chemistry Department for their UAEU
representation at the AUA Youth Forum
2024 - Building a Better Future: Inspiring
Youth for Sustainable Habitat, which was
convened at Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology (HKUST) from
January 6-12, 2024.

QL_JI/% ACS Regional

=aa MEA Confersace
?‘b UAE 2024

e
CAL

AMERICAN CHEMI

SOCIETY (ACS) FOR

IDOLE EAS]
LA}

A "c"""‘;g}mcc:
A
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SOCIAL &

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Innovation Week - February 2024 _

What an incredible week it has been! The 5-day
Innovation Week activities (5-9 February 2024)
hosted by the College of Science and expertly
coordinated by Dr. Sunil Mundra, Coordinator of the
College Innovation Support Committee, along with
his dedicated team of faculties, PhDs, and
undergraduate students from various clubs. The
Participants showed outstanding talent and
creativity displayed by our undergraduate,
graduate students and our esteemed faculty
members.

Under the esteemed leadership of COS Dean Prof.
Maamar Benkraouda, the culmination of a week
was celebrated with intellectual engagement and
innovative spirit. Prof. Benkraouda welcomed all
participants, and together with Dr. Asma Almenhali
(Vice Dean, COS), he distributed certificates and
awards to the deserving winners across various
categories, including the Geosciences/Biology
intellectual game, Science and Art competitions,
Undergraduate Student Innovation Competition
(posters),  Graduate  Student  Innovation

Competition.
From groundbreaking research talks to captivating

poster presentations and thought-provoking
discussions, the innovation week served as a
powerful testament to the transformative power
of innovation and collaboration within our
scientific community.

Scilights_Spring_2024
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Dean’s List (Fall 2023) Honoring Ceremony N

On February 20, 2024, the College of
Science, in cooperation with the Honor
Students Program Committee, hosted a
ceremony to recognize the honor students
of Fall 2023. The COS Dean Prof. Maamar
Benkraouda gave welcome remarks, which
was followed by a presentation titled
"Startup Spark: Igniting Entrepreneurial
Passion" by Dr. Raihan Taqui Syed from the
College of Business and Economics (UAEU).

End of the Year Gathering —

The College of Science hosted the end-of-year gathering for the academic year 2023-2024 on
June 11, 2024, where faculty, staff, and students who have made outstanding contributions
to their professional and educational sectors were recognized, and thanks was shown to
faculty members who would be leaving the college this year.
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Internship Poster Exhibition —_

A poster exhibition day was held on 30th of April 2024, by the College of Science Internship
Unit. Students from all departments presented and exchanged their experiences with
internship training programs from different institutions during Spring 2024 semester.

College of Science Exhibition

The College of Science, in cooperation with
the Emirates Schools Establishment,
organized the "Science Exhibition” from 21-
22 May 2024, at Al Jahili School and Al
Dhamaa School in Al Ain, with the aim of
attracting school students to the
specializations of the College of Science at
the United Arab Emirates University. The
college's participation included introductory
presentations on the scientific disciplines
and programs offered by the college, in
addition to introducing students to the
importance of science and its applications in
practical life, by presenting some interesting
scientific experiments.
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College Social Breakfast

The College of Science hosted a social breakfast on
Friday, February 16, 2024, in which more than 100
faculty and staff members of the College of Science

gathered.

Masterminds —_

"Masterminds" is an initiative by the Ministry of
Education (MoE) that promotes the participation
of UAE high school students in the International
Science and Mathematics Olympiads. In the light
of this initiative, the Physics department offered
2 days of experimental training sessions for the
UAE National Team on Saturday-Sunday (June 22-
23, 2024) to participate in the International
Physics Olympiad 2024 to be held in Isfahan, Iran.

Physics Day —

LA |
'3

On Thursday, April 25, 2024, the Physics Department at UAEU
hosted the Physics Day, which was aimed to attract students
with a variety of interactive and educational activities focused on
physics fundamentals. The day included a range of events,
including interesting auditorium sessions with lectures, games,
discussions, and more. Furthermore, the Physics students
conducted interactive activities to provide students with diverse
options such as astrophotography, poster sessions, virtual
observatory experiences, and other fascinating activities. The
Physics Day welcomed around 40 high school students from Al-
Ain City. The students participated in this event with their posters
and projects.
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PROMINENT
SCIENTIFIC VISITS

Collaboration Visit of Prof. Stefan Wuttke (lkerbasque Research
Professor, BC Materials, Spain) at the College of Science

Prof. Stefan Wuttke is a renowned young scientist in
the area of Materials Chemistry at the Basque Center
for Materials, Applications & Nanostructures, Spain.
He visited the College of Science for three days, from
Feb 26th to 29th, 2024, as part of his collaboration
with Prof. Saleh Thaker (Department of Physics) and
Prof. Yaser Greish (Department of Chemistry) in a
Strategic Research grant entitled “Design of Smart
Gas Sensors for Human Breath Analysis Using 2D
MXene-based Hybrid Nanomaterials”. The visit was
very successful as the research team held a few
meetings discussing the progress of the research
work and the future plans. Moreover, Prof. Stefan
delivered an interesting seminar “MOF applications:
what is the problem?” for faculty, students and staff
of the college on Wednesday Feb 28, 2024 at 12:30
pm.

Delegation from the Ministry of
Defense, UAE

A delegation from the Ministry of Defense visited
the College of Science Labs on 22nd March 2024,
to learn about the college research capabilities
and specify area of collaborations. Prof. Ahmed Ali
Murad, Associate Provost for Research welcomed
the delegation and led the College of Science
Research lab tour. The gathering was presided
over by the Dean of the College, who welcomed
the group. Dr. Asma Al Menhali, the Vice Dean of
the College, presented an overview of the College
with updates. The Assistant Dean for Research
and Graduate Studies, the Assistant Dean for
Student Affairs, and the Chairs of Geosciences,
Chemistry, Mathematical Sciences, and Physics
were all in attendance.
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Visit of Ras Al Khaimah Gas Company

The Department of Geosciences at the
College of Science welcomed four
geologists (Giacomo Firpo, Paul Swire,
Andrew John Amey, and Avni Ozan Balta)
from the RAK GAS Company on January 24,
2024, as part of a research cooperation
between the Geosciences Department and
the RAK GAS company.

Visit of Prof. Rozalina Zakaria from the University of Malaya,
Malaysia

Professor Rozalina Zakaria from the University of
Malaya in Malaysia visited the Department of
Physics from January 17 to January 31, 2024, to
collaborate on research with Dr. Adel Najar. During
her visit, Prof. Zakaria focused on developing
perovskite thin films incorporating 2D materials for
potential use in perovskite solar cells.
Furthermore, she delivered a seminar at the
Physics Department and participated in scientific
discussions with faculty members to explore
opportunities for future research collaborations
between our universities.

Visit of Prof. Istvan Bagamery, the founder of the company
Mediso (Hungary)

Prof. Istvan Bagamery, the founder of the company
Mediso (Hungary), visited the College of Science to
strengthen the research cooperation between the
UAEU and Mediso. The company expressed its
interest to see qualified students in its Medical
Image Processing Team, particularly PhD students
with expertise in Mathematics and deep learning.
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RESEARCH
ACTIVITIES

palple,s Top 1% Journal

637

Papers

Top 10% Journal
Total Publications in 2023

O

Awarded Research Grants

Top 25% Journal

Departmental Seminars (Spring 2024)

A number of scientific seminars with speakers from well-know universities, both internal
and external, were arranged by the various departments of the College of Science. There
have been the following number of seminars organized:

# of Seminars Department
Department of Biology
Department of Chemistry
Department of Geosciences
Department of Mathematical Sciences

Department of Physics
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Signed MoUs

During the Spring 2024, the College of Science was able to establish Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) with the following institutions/agencies:

« The A.O. Kovalevsky Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas of RAS, Russia.
« NetZero Technologies FZLLC, Abu Dhabi, UAE.
« New York University, Abu Dhabi, UAE.

« University of Ljubljana, Slovenia

Patents

« Prof. Usama Al Khawaja and Laila Sakkaf, “Forming Acousto-Optic Lenses Using
Spherical Acoustic Waves in Fluids” (US).

« Prof. Abbas Khaleel and Abdul Rasheed, “Novel Coking Resistant Nifeal Catalyst for
Partial Oxidation of Methane To Synthesis Gas” (US),
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FACULTY &

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

EXCELLENCE AWARD IN
SCHOLARSHIP &
CHANCELLOR'S AWARD

FOR INSTITUTIONAL
EXCELLENCE

Prof. Khaled El-Tarabily (Department of Biology)
received the University Excellence Award
Scholarship for the 2023/2024 academic year, as
well as the Chancellor's Award for Institutional
Excellence as the best distinguished faculty

in

member at UAE University in the field of specialized

jobs for the academic year 2023.

Chancellor’s Innovation Award 9th Cycle (2023/2024)

Dr. Dalal Alshamsi, Director of the National
Water and Energy Center, and her
research team (Dr. Khalid ElHaj and Mr.
Omer Elbashir) from the Department of
Geosciences were recognized by the
Chancellor of UAEU on May 20, 2024, in
winning the Chancellor's Innovation Award
(9th Cycle) in the faculty category of
Water and Food Security. The winning
project was titled "A Novel Approach of
Ensemble Machine Learning Methods to
Identify and Delineate Groundwater
Aquifers".

WATER RESOURCES
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COLLEGE EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2023-2024

Prof. Yaser Greish
Department of Chemistry
Excellence in Teaching

Prof. Muhammed Syam
Department of Mathematics
Excellence in Service

Prof. Nacir Tit
Department of Physics
Excellence in Scholarship - Theoretical Science

Prof. Synan AbuQamar
Department of Biology
Excellence in Scholarship - Experimental Science
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FACULTY PROMOTIONS

Dr. litaf Shah from the Department of Chemistry and Dr. Abdessamad Tridane from the
Department of Mathematical Sciences have been promoted to Full Professor.

L

Dr. litaf Shah Dr. Abdessamad Tridane
Department of Chemistry Department of Mathematical Sciences

Dr. Sunil Mundra and Dr. Mohammad Taugeer Aalam from the Biology Department have been
promoted to Associate Professor.

Dr. Sunil Mundra Dr. Mohammad Tauqeer Aalam
Department of Biology Department of Biology
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DEAN’S LIST - SPRING 2024

Abdallah Humaid Mohammed Al Jabri
Physics

Adam Eghbal Balideh
Biology

Mohammed Abdullah Saeed Obaid Aldhaheri

Mathematics

Haydar Moamar Abdulelah Abdulelah
Biology

Omar Samir Al Awa
Biology

Khaled Saif Sawayeh Matar Alkhyeli
Physics

Saeed Ahmed Salem Saif Alsaeedi
Biology

Osama Ahmad Al Mukbel

Mathematics

Ahmed Yousef Qayed Mosaad Alharbi

Geosciences

Eisa Mubarak Sager Rashed Alkhyeli
Biology

The Dean's List for Spring 2024 features the top 10 male and 15 female students. 171
honor students maintained their Dean's List rankings by their excellent performance. The
College would like to congratulate them for their academic achievement and encourages
everyone to strive for excellence in academic performance.

TOP MALE STUDENTS

TOP FEMALE STUDENTS

o
=
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2

w
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Meera Munjed Abedalgader Maraga

Biochemistry

Bayan Osama Hakim
Biology

Alaa Mohamed Abdullah Elameen
Biology

Mariam Salem Khalifa Mohamed Alderei
Biochemistry

Sahar Farid Allaban

Biochemistry

Latifa Saeed Jaber Mohammed Alkuwaiti
Chemistry

Fatima Hasan Ali Mohamed Almarzooqi
Biology

Rand Rebhi Khalaf Alomari

Mathematics

Fatima El Yadali
Biology

Rayaan Syed Safiuddin

Geosciences

Rawan Hashem Ali AlShateri

Mathematics

Fatema Isa Hasan Isa Aljasim
Geosciences

Latifa Ghanem Matar Bin Halool Alkhateri
Biology

Fatema Abdulla Moosa Almurawwi Alblooshi
Biology

Maram Sami Suliman Elemam
Biology

page 22



Colleges Trophy Competitions 2024

College of Science students had a great time competing in the College Trophy Competitions
(February 2024) and won many prizes, as follows:

Female Students:
« First Place in Volleyball
« Third Place in CrossFit Competitions ==

« Third Place in Tabel Tennis

« Second Place in Basketball
« Second Place in Chess

« Third Place in Tennis

Male Students:
« First Place in Beach Volleyball

« Second Place in Volleyball
« Second Place in Badminton

« Fourth Place in Football

11th Undergraduate Research & Innovation Competition (URIC)

Under the supervision of Dr. lltaf Shah, Gamilah Abdulgabar and Haneen Abufarajallah from
the Department of Chemistry received third place in the 11th Undergraduate Research &
Innovation Competition (URIC) that was conducted on May 23, 2024 at Abu Dhabi
University.

—_—

Gamilah Abdulgabar Haneen Abufarajallah
Department of Chemistry Department of Chemistry
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Sustainability Innovation Challenge Competition

Under the supervision of Prof. Yaser
Greish, his team of 4 Chemistry
students  (Mariem  Sidi, Noor
Albastaki, Mahra Alremeithi, Seba

LIt Fi

Con

Albalki) were among the winners of SL'E't-"“"-"h"'t}'1I'II'I-D\-rators Challenge
. ‘e 0 . Awar gy q Ceremany

the Sustainability Innovation .

Challenge Competition organized by '

the Ministry of Education and
Altamimi & Company.

\l i

The award is for DPS40iL as an innovative sustainable solution for oil spills, where a sponge
made of recycled plastic and agricultural waste is used for the sorption and retrieval of oil spills.
DPS40iL provides a 4-in-1 solution to oil spills, plastic waste, agricultural waste and for the
potential air pollution by the incineration of the manually collected oil spills. Moreover, DPS40iL
provides a method for retrieving the sorbed oil spills”.

Best Poster Presentation at the 2nd AAU Health and Biomedical
Postgraduate Symposium

Congratulations to Dr. Shaikha Alneyadi and her chemistry students (Hamad Alblooshi,
Muneb Mukhtar, and Sultan Jama) who secured second place at the 2AAU Health
Biomedical Symposium held at Al Ain University.

I\ y. ll

Sultan Ali Jama Hamad Khalifa Alblooshi Muneb Redwan Mukhtar
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Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for Outstanding
University Student

The student Reem Quzli from the Mathematical Sciences
Department won the Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Award for
Outstanding University Student in the academic field (Hamdan bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation for Medical and Educational Sciences
- Session 26).

First Place in the Research Competition Organized by the
Deanship of Student Affairs at Sultan Qaboos University

Under the guidance of Assistant Dean for Student Affairs Dr. Yusra Al
Dhaheri, the student Aaesha Mohammad Rahma (Department of
Biology) won First Place in the research competition in the field of
medical research, held by Sultan Qaboos University Deanship of
Student Affairs (January 7-9, 2024).

Celebrating Ms. Leena Alkaabi's Remarkable PhD Achievement
in Biomedical Engineering

Congratulations to Ms. Leena Alkaabi, Laboratory
Specialist in the Department of Chemistry, for
completing her PhD in Biomedical Engineering at
Khalifa University of Science and Technology, Abu
Dhabi. This is an outstanding achievement that
illustrates her dedication, tenacity, and academic
excellence. The College of Science family wishes her
continued success and fulfillment in her future
endeavors.
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Student Exchange Program

In Spring 2024, 10 students from the Department of Biology participated in a Student
Exchange Program with the University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA (in the top 100
universities worldwide). This exchange program is funded by the UAE Ministry of Education.

Master and PhD Theses Defenses

In Spring 2024, three PhD dissertations and sixteen MSc theses were successfully
defended.

PhD Dissertation Defense

ION METHODS

ENT

Khalid Galal Eldin
Geosciences

CERN Summer Internship Program 2024

CERN, the European Center of Nuclear Research, has
selected one student (Sanad Mubarak Binhalabi) from
the Department of Physics for a summer internship
2024. Mr. Sanad successfully finished his internship and

gave a presentation regarding his project at CERN at the
end of the program.
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Oxford University Summer Program 2024

Following the success of the 2023
summer internships, 5 students and 2 " _
supervisors (Prof. lltaf Shah and Ms. Abla j () Department of @

* Pharmacology o]

Alkabi) from the College of Science at the
United Arab Emirates University (UAEU)
joined peers from the University of
Southern California (USC) for a unique and
enriching 3-week summer internship at the
prestigious University of Oxford in the UK
(Ranked #1 globally in 2024 by THE).
Residing at the historic Somerville College,
Oxford, they participated in an intensive
curriculum focused on global health,
tropical medicine, vaccinology,
pharmacology, and health policy, all taught
by Oxford's esteemed faculty.

The program also included guided tours of significant institutions such as the Francis Crick
Institute, Wellcome Trust Collection, Science Museum, and Natural History Museum in London,
as well as Dr Jenner Museum (pioneer of smallpox vaccination) in Gloucestershire. Additionally,
students visited the laboratories of the Biochemistry and Pharmacology Departments at the
University of Oxford and the labs of the Francis Crick Institute. They also undertook study
tours to landmarks like Berkeley Castle, Blenheim Palace, Stonehenge, the City of Bath, and
the City of London. A guided tour of the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies was also included,
where a mosque was built with contributions from the UAE.

The internship concluded with students presenting their end-of-term projects to their peers
from UAEU, USC, and Oxford, followed by the awarding of certificates to acknowledge their
hard work and achievements.
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COMING EVENTS

AUA Academic Conference on Graph Theory, Combinatorics and
Applications (GTCA 2024)
November 18-20, 2024

International Conference GULF4

Sustainable Management of the Arabian Gulf Ecosystem Health Under Climate Change:
Regional Experiences and Global Practices

November 26-28, 2024

UAE-Italy Bilateral Conference-2024: Advanced Materials for
the 21st Century
February 3-4, 2025
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Contact
Information

Thank you for reading the College of Science's newsletter (Scilights).
If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact
cos.office@uaeu.ac.ae



