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Year of Giving

In this issue...

To read more...

To read more...

United Arab 
Emirates University 
ranked among 
The top universities 
in the world

Student's Innovation 
award for UAEU 
research into 
generating a new 
source of gelatin

Research 
by a United Arab 
Emirates University 
(UAEU) team that is 
aiming to identify a new, 
halal-respecting source 
of a gelatin that plays 

a vital role in food and 
pharmaceutical industries 

has been recognized for 
an excellence award 

for innovation.

http://www.uaeu.ac.ae/en/news/2017/june/qs_ranking.shtml
http://www.uaeu.ac.ae/en/news/2017/june/gelatinresearch.shtml
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Obesity is a rapidly growing global 
problem of epidemic proportions and 
is especially prevalent in economically 
developed countries such as the United 
Arab Emirates. Obese individuals are 
increasingly considering bariatric surgery 
as their preferred means of choice for the 
reduction of excess body fat.

To read more..

The Continuing Education Center (CEC) 
organized an open day for the 2017 
Summer Challenge Program. This was in 
cooperation with the Abu Dhabi Education 
Council (ADEC) and included students 
and parents. The Summer Program was 
attended by 3000 grade 8-11 students from 
schools in Al Ain.

To read more..

Psychological Assessment of 

Emirati Patients Pursuing 
Bariatric Surgery for Obesity

The Continuing Education Center 
Hosts an Open Day for 2017 
Summer Challenge Students 
in Al Ain

In this year “the year of 
giving”, giving is continuous 
and as long as we have 
renewed aspirations, this 
value of goodness will never 
stop.

It is important that we 
always leave a positive 
footprint in the lives of those 
around us. The opportunities 
are numerous and the door 
of goodness is always open. 

In every issue, we, the 
Department of University 
Outreach Department 
are always excited to 
support you and share your 
initiatives. Our pages are 
colored by the contributions 
you have made. We all 
need to return the favor to 
our beloved country and 
boost the prestige of UAEU, 
the nation’s university. 

الجامعة

Ghalia Al Ahbabi
Director of University Outreach 
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Achievement - success - good..

Groundbreaking drone technology 
being developed at United 
Arab Emirates University (UAEU) 
is making use of an increasingly 
interconnected world to potentially 
help save the lives of disaster victims.

A project led by UAEU’s College 
of Information Technology has 
created a working prototype of a 
drone intended to support search-
and-rescue missions in the wake 
of calamitous events such as 
earthquakes, and locate survivors 

UAEU-Developed Drone Technology Aims To Save Lives 
of Disaster Victims

and those in need of aid through 
zeroing in on their mobile phone 
signal.

Detection by drone can allow help 
to reach people faster than other 
emergency-response measures, 
with their potential value being 
thrown into sharp focus by recent 
disasters in countries such as Nepal 
and Italy. As Dr Abderrahmane 
Lakas, Associate Professor at the 
college’s Department of Computer 
and Network Engineering, explains, 

the basis for the technology is the 
prevalence of mobile devices in 
the modern world.

The technology also has wider 
potential use, acting as an 
airborne monitoring mechanism, 
which can help to ensure safety 
and public order. “Not only can it 
detect victims following disasters, 
it can also be used for crowd 
management, such as around 
sports stadiums and other big 
events.
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UAEU Science and Innovation 
Park SPI Looking Ahead to the 
Industrial Revolution

Playing a vital role in supporting UAEU innovation 
and entrepreneurship, UAEU Science and Innova-
tion Park (UAEU SIP) has, in a short time, succeed-
ed in gaining a prominent position that has drawn 
the admiration in UAE and abroad. The UAEU SIP 
has seen a rapid growth and is now considered 
to be an effective innovation ecosystem that is 
expected to produce entrepreneurs that will be 
the future leaders of a knowledge-based econ-
omy. In an interview with Dr. Shawqi Kharbash, 
CEO of UAEU SIP, the following questions were 
addressed to him and here is what he has to say 
about the last year achievements and the high 
expectations for the coming year.

What is the national strategic vision behind the es-
tablishment of UAEU SIP?
UAEU SIP was established as part of UAEU vision 
and mission which are aligned with the UAE 2021 
Vision and UAE National Innovation Strategy. As 
UAE is aiming to be among the best in the world 
in entrepreneurship, the importance of innovation 
and role of future Emirati entrepreneurs has been 
emphasized across all sectors throughout the 
UAE Vision 2021: “Innovation, research, science 
and technology will form the pillars of a knowl-
edge-based, highly productive and competitive 
economy, driven by entrepreneurs in a business 
friendly environment where public and private 
sectors form effective partnerships.”
In line with UAE Vision 2021 and the UAEU Vision, 
UAEU SIP’s vision is it to become a science park 
of the future; globally distinguished with a unique 
ecosystem that will nurture new and innovative 
ideas, foster entrepreneurship and create long-
term prosperity for the UAE and beyond.
UAEU-SIP is a vibrant innovation ecosystem that 
enhances the diversification of the UAE econo-
my to become a knowledge-based economy. 
For that purpose, UAEU-SIP was established to be 
a collaborative platform that promotes scientific 
research and its dissemination amongst its own 
research community and the various companies 
based in the park; it offers new educational expe-
riences for students, while serving the community 
and established businesses; it enriches the Univer-
sity’s intellectual property portfolio, spin-offs and 
start-ups creation; it catalyzes the commerciali-
zation of innovative products and contributes to 
developing the leaders of tomorrow.
 
What programs has UAEU SIP launched to encour-
age Entrepreneurship?
Through the Business Incubator Program, UAEU SIP 
has launched Idea-To-Prototype (I2P), Challenge 
for Innovation (C4I) and 2 incubations programs, 
Prototype-To-Market (P2M) and D Program.
The purpose of the Ideas to Prototypes (I2P) pro-
gram is to enhance the entrepreneurial mindset in 
the UAE entrepreneurship ecosystem and sustain 
the flow of applicants to the Prototypes to Market 
(P2M) Program of the UAEU Science and Innova-
tion Park. This program runs over the year to help 
participants ideate, understand the interactions 
and importance of the entrepreneurship ecosys-
tems, build teams, build prototypes and validate 
the market opportunity or market need they are 
addressing.
• I2P ran from January to June 2017 and in-
cluded:
- 80 hours workshops
- 50+ hours mentoring
- 46 participants

A Year of Innovation, a 
Year of Creativity and 
Achievement..

The C4I “Challenge for Innovation” is an annual 
competition held by the Science and Innovation 
Park at UAEU during the 3rd week of November as 
part of its Ideas to Prototypes (I2P) program. C4I is 
open to participants from UAEU, national or region-
al universities and the community.
The purpose of the challenge is to provide partici-
pants with knowledge and skills to write and pitch 
a business plan in one week. During this week there 
are boot camps, workshops and mentoring sessions 
that are designed to inspire participants and help 
them build a vision, a road map and an action 
plan; provide them with the tools and techniques 
to write a concise and persuasive business plan as 
well as tips to make a compelling pitch to a panel 
of entrepreneurs and investors.
The Challenge is not intended to transform all par-
ticipants into entrepreneurs. However, it helps all 
participants develop core knowledge on how to 
create a business. More importantly, it helps devel-
op skills and competences much needed for their 
professional fulfillment, such as problem solving, 
critical thinking, team-work, autonomy, creativity, 
written and oral communication, how to manage 
uncertainty.
• C4I was held in  November 2016:
• 100+ Applications (300+ Students)
• 35 teams (170+ Students from two universities)
• 23 Submitted BPs
• 20 Supervisors | 18 Mentors | 6 Writing Experts
• 5 Partners
• 16 Workshops (80+ hours)
• 150+ Supervision Hours
• 150+ Mentoring Hours
• 40 Writing Support Hours
• 10 winning startups admitted to incubation 
program P2M

The UAEU SIP has two incubation programs, P2M 
and D programs, which purpose is to help partici-
pants start their business.
P2M Program (Prototypes to Market) purpose is to 
help participants finalize their business model (6 
months) and launch their business to offer “Global 
Emirati Products and Services” (6 months). Partici-
pants’ success is leveraged by the program’s Glob-
al perspective, the SIP R&D transfer capacities and 
its unique seed capital support.
D Program stands for Discovery | Dialogue | Daring 
Program. The purpose of the D Program is to help 
participants discover for themselves their personal 
drivers for success and to be driven by a purpose 
higher than themselves. The program also exposes 
them to the importance of taking care of others 
and being customer / stakeholders focused. Par-
ticipants are prepared to launch social businesses.
While designing, planning for and implementing a 
project to deliver a solution that improves quality 
of life, through inclusiveness and shared wellbeing, 
our entrepreneurs in both incubation programs [13 
startups in 2017 and 15 to 20 startups expected to 

be enrolled in 2018] acquire life skills such as self 
awareness and mindfulness, Empathy, Resilience, 
Equanimity, Creative Thinking, Problem Solving, 
Effective Communication and Interpersonal Re-
lationships.

How do these programs promote the abilities of 
Entrepreneurs to innovate and be creative?
UAEU SIP, through these programs, offers support 
and service to enhance the capabilities and skills 
of UAEU students, innovators and entrepreneurs.
In 2017, more than 300-hour workshops were deliv-
ered by elite international experts in the field of in-
novation and entrepreneurship. These workshops 
helped the participants of the Business Incubator 
Programs to design and prepare their business 
plan, to establish their startups, plan their activi-
ties, register and launch them. The workshops also 
help them identify the global trends in marketing, 
how to attract investors and capital, and how to 
expand their business. 

Innovators and entrepreneurs need start-up capi-
tal to start their projects and provide many servic-
es. What have you done in this regard?
UAEU SIP has provided the participants with the 
basic requirements, such as technology, facilities, 
administrative and support services, IT services, 
legal support and other requirements to help in-
novators and creative people succeed in their 
projects. 
The start-up capital is allocated based on the re-
quirements for the development of the start-up 
companies. Furthermore, UAEU SIP elite experts 
in business and entrepreneurship, who have pro-
vided more than 250 hours of guidance and fol-
low-up, share their expertise and technical advice 
with the trainees in a regular follow-up to develop 
the start-up companies.

What about the Global Entrepreneurship Monitor 
Report of UAE for 2016-2017?
GEM is the world's largest ongoing cross-country 
collaborative and most developed research pro-
gram on entrepreneurship in the world. Started 
with 10 participating economies, now the latest 
survey includes 65 world economies, covering 
69.2% of the world’s population and 84.9% of the 
world’s GDP.
UAEU SIP has prepared the 2016 GEM for UAE to 
analyze the entrepreneurial behavior and atti-
tudes of individuals and the national context and 
how that impacts entrepreneurship in the UAE. 
GEM data, analysis and recommendations influ-
ence economic policies, public perception and 
attitudes, stakeholders and entrepreneurs behav-
ior, and expand its crucial role in the entrepreneur-
ship world.   
The 2016 UAE GEM report will be launched in Sep-
tember 2017. 
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The most prominent posts 
on our social networking 
sites


